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A beautiful Grade I
Listed Georgian house
in Salisbury’s renowned
Cathedral Close with views
over Constable’s Meadows

A beautiful Grade I
Listed Georgian house
in Salisbury’s renowned
Cathedral Close with
views over Constable’s
Meadows

Stockbridge 16 miles • Winchester 25 miles
London Waterloo about 88 minutes from Salisbury station • Central London 88 miles
(Distances and times approximate)

Main House
Hall • Drawing Room • Dining Room • Family Room • Kitchen/Breakfast Room
Study • Media Room • Office • Library • Wine Cellar
Secondary Kitchen • Utility Room • Boot Room
5 Bedroom Suites • Further Bedroom • Bathroom
Guest Wing
Sitting Room • Kitchen • Bedroom and Bathroom • Store Room
Gardens
Outstanding Riverside Gardens bordering the River Avon • Ginkgo Garden
Garaging • Workshops • Garden Stores • Greenhouse
In all about 1.6 acres
Approximate gross internal floor area 7,063 sq.ft.
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Location
The City of Salisbury is positioned
at the heart of some of England’s
most spectacular and varying
countryside. Few counties can
match the diversity of Wiltshire’s
Cathedral City which is a lively
commercial centre, whilst at the
same time being a beautiful place
to live with a wealth of recreational
facilities.

about 1386. The Cathedral also
houses one of the four remaining
original copies of Magna Carta,
which in 2015 celebrated its 800th
Anniversary. The Close has a
unique variety of English domestic
architecture spanning from the
13th Century to the 20th Century,
with a number of buildings
designed by Sir Christopher Wren.

The Walton Canonry is “far from
the madding crowd” at the quiet
southern end of The Cathedral
Close and is set back from West
Walk with a wall and electric gates.
To the front there are spectacular
views towards the Cathedral and to
the rear the private gardens have
the benefit of an unspoilt outlook
over the River Avon and the water
meadows beyond. Within a short
walk of The Walton Canonry lies the
High Street with its wide range of
shopping, leisure and recreational
facilities.

The Walton Canonry is under a
mile from Salisbury’s mainline
station to London Waterloo.

Salisbury Cathedral is widely
regarded as the UK’s finest
Medieval Cathedral, with its tallest
spire at 404 feet and Europe’s
oldest working clock, dating from

The area is renowned for the
quality of its private schools
including Salisbury Cathedral
School, Leaden Hall, Godolphin,
Chafyn Grove, Port Regis,
Sandroyd, St Mary’s Shaftesbury,
Sherborne, Bryanston, Milton
Abbey, Marlborough and
Winchester Colleges which are all
within easy reach.
Wiltshire is highly regarded for
its sporting amenities including
exceptional fishing on the Rivers
Test, Itchen, Wylye and of course
the Avon which lies at the foot of
the garden.

The Walton Canonry

The Walton Canonry is an outstanding
Grade I Listed house which, in its current
guise, is believed to date from about
1720. This replaced an older Medieval
building that was on the same site. It is
an exquisite example of early Georgian
architecture with its beautiful symmetry
and fine period detail. The house is
constructed of deep rose coloured brick
with stone bands under a tile roof.
The earlier house was occupied by
Canon Isaac Walton, who was the son
of the renowned fisherman and author
Isaak Walton. Isaak Walton was the
author of the iconic The Compleat
Angler which first published in 1653.
Walton was the last inhabitant of the
Medieval building and it is after him the
building is named.
The Walton Canonry has strong artistic
connections and one of its occupiers was
the artist Rex Whistler who lived there
from 1938 until his untimely death in 1944.
The house is still sometimes referred to
as “The Whistler House”. The renowned
artist John Constable was a regular visitor
to The Close, and when he stayed locally
he painted his notable work of the views
of the Cathedral from the meadows to the
west of The Walton Canonry.
In recent times The Walton Canonry

has been subject to a sophisticated
programme of modernisation and
rehabilitation, taking care not to damage
the obvious charm and character. It
has been re-plumbed, rewired and a
new high specification central heating
system and under floor heating has been
installed. In addition a large proportion
of the walls have been re-pointed,
emergency lighting installed, a leak
detector with automatic water shut off
fitted, integrated security system installed
and cast iron electric gates mounted.
The Walton Canonry, as is customary
with the era in which it was built, is awash
with natural light, has impressive ceiling
heights and recently restored original
features including attractive wood
panelling, intricate cornicing, ornate
fireplaces and working shutters.
Impressive stone steps lead up to the raised
ground floor where the front door opens
into the large entrance hall, off which are
arranged the three main reception rooms.
Straight ahead is the drawing room with
steps out to the garden. Interconnecting
with the drawing room is the dining room
which itself interconnects to the fully
wood panelled family room.
Beyond the family room, in the south
wing, is an exceptional family kitchen

with a vaulted ceiling. The kitchen is
fitted with a gas fired AGA, Versailles
panelled floor and an open-plan
breakfast area, offering fine views of The
Close and the gardens.
The first floor accommodation has
been arranged to provide a beautifully
proportioned master bedroom suite with
adjacent bathroom and four further
bedroom suites all with impressive views
over either the Cathedral or the garden.
The bedroom suite in the north wing
could also double up as an additional
dressing room for the master bedroom.
The ground floor has been cleverly
arranged to form a useful addition to
the main reception rooms on the raised
ground floor. Comprising a library,
media room, office, bedroom and
bathroom, wine cellar, auxiliary kitchen,
WC, utility room and boot room, this
area is light and enjoys good views over
the front and rear gardens.
The north wing is arranged to provide
flexible accommodation and can be used
as overflow space for the main house,
staff accommodation or as an income
generating letting opportunity. Like the
main house it is beautifully presented
and has its own entrance hall, kitchen,
large sitting room, a generous bedroom
suite and a storage room.

Main House
Annexe
Outbuildings

Approximate gross internal area
House and Annexe: 7,063 sq.ft. (657 sq.m.)
Oubuildings: 1,006 sq.ft. (94 sq.m.)
For illustrative purposes only. Not to scale
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Gardens and grounds
The Walton Canonry commands
a magnificent position at the
southern end of West Walk in
The Close and is approached over
a wide gravelled drive through
electric entrance and exit gates.
The front garden is mainly laid to
lawn with well stocked herbaceous
borders. The drive passes the
southern side of the property
where there is additional parking,
garaging, workshops and stores.
The attractive gardens face west
and stretch down to the banks of
the River Avon which provides
enjoyable fishing and is a tranquil
foreground for the views over
“Constable’s Meadows”. The
steps from the drawing room
lead down to a slightly raised
terrace complete with a water
fountain and then to a well
manicured parterre garden. The
lawns are flanked on both sides
by rose covered pergolas which
in turn are bordered by mature
herbaceous borders. The rear of
the garden is separated from the
formal area by a mature sculpted
double Yew hedge, providing
an informal area for relaxation
with fruit trees, vegetable garden
and a glasshouse with mature
grapevines on the north wall. To
the northern side of the house
there is a delightful Ginkgo
Garden with 14 different species
of Ginkgo tree, together with
complementary ornamental
planting.

THE walton canonry

General Remarks & Stipulations
Services
Local authority
Mains water, drainage, electricity and
gas. Gas fired central and under floor
heating.

Tenure
The house, garden and grounds are
offered for sale freehold. The garaging
and workshops (hatched on the enclosed
plan) are held under a 999 year lease
from April 2007 at a peppercorn rent
from the Dean and Chapter of Salisbury
Cathedral.

Planning
The property is Listed Grade I as of
Historical or Architectural importance.

Ordnance Survey © Crown Copyright 2015. All rights reserved. Licence number 100022432. Plotted Scale - 1:891

Salisbury District Council,
Salisbury SP1 3UZ.

Directions
(Postcode: SP1 2EN)

Telephone: 01722 336272
www.salisburycitycouncil.gov.uk

The property is located at the south
end of the West Walk within Salisbury’s
Cathedral Close.

Fixtures and fittings

Viewings

All fitted carpets, curtains and light
fittings are included in the sale. Some
fixtures and fittings including garden
statuary, etc are excluded from the
sale unless otherwise stated in the sale
particulars. The majority of contents
can be made available to a purchaser by
separate negotiation.

Strictly by private appointment only
through Savills. If there are any points of
particular importance to you, we invite
you to discuss them with us, especially
before you travel to view the property.
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