Bowman House

John Adam Street, Strand | London WC2
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Bowman House is an historically significant building in the heart of London’'s Adelphi Conservation Area, originally

built in 1673 and believed to be one of the 10 oldest surviving houses in London.
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Bowman House served as offices for decades and
has been in the same private family ownership
since 1984.

The City Of Westminster granted planning consent
in 2022 to convert it back to a single-family
dwelling, with the conversion recently completed

and Bowman House returned to its former glory.






The History

Bowman House was part of a late-seventeenth century wave of building on land that once belonged to York House, a grand
riverside residence whose gardens stretched out behind the Strand. The early developer is named in historic papers as
Matthew (Matthias) Bowman, thought to have built this smart new townhouse speculatively on a newly laid street, at the
time known as Duke Street — hoping London would do what London always does: expand to meet it.

Almost a century later in the late 1760s, prominent London architects the Adam brothers (John, Robert, James and William)
set out to transform this disjointed riverside area associated with Durham Yard/Durham House, into a unified, high-status

development of terraces, streets and set-piece architecture.

The scheme was named “Adelphi”— Greek for “brothers”— and the surrounding streets (including John Adam Street) were
named to reflect the family’s role in the project. The coordinated group of neo-classical houses and institutional buildings of
the Adelphi development were designed to feel like a single architectural statement, rather than a typical piecemeal London

street, yet Bowman House survived intact with the even grander terraces of newly developed houses sprung up around it.

Particularly notable for its engineering as much as its style, the Adelphi development was famously raised-up on a
substantial series of vaulted substructures, creating dramatic under-crofts and service spaces below the elegant streets

above. For 18th-century London, it was a bold, almost “infrastructure-first” approach to urban construction.




John Adam Street is also home to an architectural heavyweight in RSA House (No. 8), designed by Robert Adam and built
1772-74 as the headquarters for the Society for the Encouragement of Arts, Manufactures and Commerce - now the Royal
Society of Arts. Noted as one of Adam'’s architectural masterpieces, this awe-inspiring building is now Grade | listed, reflecting

its exceptional historic significance.

John Adam Street tells a very “London” story of constant reinvention. In the 19th century, the construction of the Victoria
Embankment (1860s-70s) changed the relationship between the Adelphi and the Thames, creating the ‘modern’ riverfront we
know today, as well as the wonderful Victoria Embankment Gardens. Subsequently, the 1930s saw much of the original
Adelphi demolished and replaced with the monumental New Adelphi building — meaning Georgian ambition and 20th-century

commercial London literally sit on top of one another in this historic corner of the capital.

John Adam Street represents a concentrated snapshot of how central London has been engineered, designed, and re-built—

again and again—for over 300 years.
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Features

» Freehold Town House

+ Gradell Listed

» Four / Five Bedrooms

» Three Bathrooms

* Four Reception Rooms

+ Generous Eat-In Kitchen

* Recently Converted

» Abundance of Period Features
* Flexible Accommodation

+ Central Location

» Adjacent to Victoria Embankment Gardens




Over the centuries, Bowman House has done what many old
London buildings do: adapted. Repairs are documented from
as far back as 1760, and by the early to mid-19th century it had
been given a more Regency-style “tidy-up” — the kind of
modernisation that swapped earlier orate decoration for

cleaner lines and a simpler frontage.

Further changes are documented during the 20th century,
including repairs to, and an eventual rebuild of, the rearin 1948
following wartime damage, with further alterations

documented later on.



Built between 1673-74, long before the ‘modern’ Embankment gave the Thames its current straight edge, No. 21 John
Adam Street is a classic London townhouse located within what is now known as the Adelphi Conservation Area and
Grade Il listed, recognised by conservationists for the simple rarity of having made it to the 21st century with much of its

original character still intact.




Yet despite constant tweaks and tinkering over the past 350 years, Bowman House has never lost sense of itself.

The overall form remains unmistakably London townhouse: four storeys plus a basement, two rooms deep, with a
central staircase running from top to bottom around which the spaces are organised.










What makes Bowman House particularly special is that its history isn't just something you read about — it's
something you move through. Carefully recorded by The Survey of London in the 1930s, this and subsequent reports

note the rarity of finding so much original fabric surviving in a townhouse of this age.

The spine of the home is the dog-leg staircase with turned balusters, with further historic details including the arched
opening in the entrance corridor and the surviving wood panelling through the stair and key rear rooms at ground

and first-floor level.

These elements may not demand your immediate attention, but they help to create a genuinely authentic feel within

this grand old house.
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Like the best old addresses, Bowman House comes

with a human footnote.

A former resident was the antiquary Humfrey Wanley,
who took possession around 1704, at the moment he
became librarian to Sir Robert Harley who lived nearby
— an era when this pocket of London wasn't just about

the power of government, but scholarship too.



Today, and after it's most recent transformation, Bowman House feels entirely at ease with modern life.

The interiors are a mix of historic and modern, light and shade. Darker joinery contrasts with pale stone in
the kitchen, giving a classic contemporary feel. A mix of bold colours, both traditional and modern, are
layered throughout, giving each floor its own distinct identity, augmented with the current owner’s
extensive collection of art and artifacts, combined with classical furnishings, all creating a sense that the

house is being used as a home, not simply preserved.







And perhaps that's the real appeal: the rarity of a
home containing nearly three and a half centuries of
history, located in the very centre of one of the
world's truly global cities, close to everything that
supports a modern way of living, yet quietly tucked
away in a peaceful enclave adjacent to the Thames
and with one of the capital’'s most appealing riverside

gardens in the doorstep.
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Bathrooms are a mix of highly contemporary and
classic styles, with a mix of high-quality fittings and
beautiful natural finishes, all in warm neutral tones.
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The exterior front elevation of Bowman House has
been painstakingly refurbished, bringing it back to its
former glory, with beautiful original period details and

wonderful hand painted script on and around the
front door.
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Strand is the southern boundary of Covent Garden running parallel to the River Thames and linking the cities of London &
Westminster. A neighbourhood that offers everything from river views and world class theatres, to green open space and village
vibes. The link between Westminster and the City of London, modern Strand has shaken off it's reputation as a traffic congested

artery to be avoided, now boasting a Soho House at 180 Strand, a number of luxury residential developments and a wonderful new

public space at the eastern end where it meets Aldwych around St. Mary's Church opposite Kings College London.

Covent Garden is globally recognised as London’s premier cultural, retail, leisure & entertainment destination. The Royal Opera House
dominates the piazza with world renowned residents the Royal Ballet & Royal Opera, plus many of the world’'s most popular stage

shows can be found at the numerous theatres within a few minutes walk.

This is an exceptionally well-connected part of London, with mainline rail services from Charing Cross to the southeast, as well as

District, Circle, Bakerloo and Northern Line tube service from Embankment station and riverboat services to both West London and

the City & Canary Wharf from nearby Embankment Pier.
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floorplan epc

Eni rating Current  Potential

John Adam Street, WC2

Approximate Gross Internal Area 271 sqm/ 2917 sq ft 4,
1 Dining/ 2 Family 3 Bedroom 4 Living/ @ -
Kitchen 4.72 x 2.35M 3.30x 1.97M Study
5.03 x 4.23M 15'6" x 7'9" 10'10"x 6'6" 479 x3.13M
16'6" x 13'11" 15'9"x 10'3"
- : 64 D
5 Dining 6 Living
4.86 x 4.27M 4.97 x 4.36M
1511"x 14' 16'4" x 14'4"
7 Living 8 Bedroom
5.01 x 4.28M 4.97 x4.51M
16'5" x 14'1" 16'4" x 14'10"
9 Bedroom 10 Bedroom
4.45 x 3.02M 4.45 x 5.02M - -
14'7"x 911" 14'7"x 16'6" = 2
R terms
11 Bedroom
4.50 x 2.90M
149" x 9'6"

Tenure | Freehold

Se;:ond Floor 7 Third Floor « Service Charge | N/A
1/

e Ground Rent | N/A

»  Westminster Council Tax Band H: £2034.36 (2026)

guide price

£4,600,000 subject to contract

Ground Floor First Floor

Basement

Floorplan produced for Tavistock Bow. lllustration for identification
purposes only and not to scale. All measurements are approximate
and not to be relied upon.
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about us

Tavistock Bow is an independent residential agency & consultancy
based in London’s vibrant West End.

We are niche, boutique, creative, knowledgeable, professional and
approachable.

We love what we do and that's why we do it.

—~ 21 New Row tavistockbow.com Connectwith us on

Covent Garden 020 7477 2177
amlflmm London .
WC2N 4LE hello@tavistockbow.com vimeo

MISREPRESENTATION ACT [COPYRIGHT] DISCLAIMER: Tavistock Bow Ltd for themselves and for the vendor(s) or lessor (s) of this property whose agents they are, give notice that: 1. These particulars do not constitute, nor constitute any part of, an offer or contract. 2. None of the statements contained in
these particulars as to the property are tobe relied on as statements or representations of fact. 3. Any intending purchaser or lessee must satisfy themselves by inspection or otherwise as to the correctness of each of the statements contained in these particulars. 4. The vendor(s) or lessor(s) do not make or
give and neither Tavistock Bow Ltd nor any personin their employment has any authority to make or give any representation or warranty whatever in relation to this property. Finance Act 1989: Unless otherwise stated all prices and rents are quote exclusive of VAT . Property Misrepresentations Act 191

These details are believed to be correct at the time of compilation but may be subject to subsequent amendment.
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