Fiddler’s Croft Stortford Road, Little Hadham, Hertfordshire
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Introduction
Features
Fiddler’s Croft is a
The property lies on land which once formed part of
• Hall
quintessential example of
the Hadham Hall Estate on the edge of the hamlet of
• Sitting room
an English country house
Little Hadham. It is set in a slight dip in the
countryside, protected by a stand of mature trees and
• Study/snug
in the vernacular style,
surrounded by arable land. Set well back from the
A120 ancient Roman road which ran between
• Dining room
with considerable
Colchester and Standon, it is conveniently located for
character and architectural Bishop’s Stortford, the M11 and access to London. • Master bedroom with en-suite
bathroom
Fiddler’s Croft is now in need of some restoration
merit, a Listed Building it
and modernisation yet offers comfortable flexible
• Guest bedroom with dressing
is Listed Grade II* and is
accommodation and a mature well-stocked garden.
room/bedroom 5
believed to date from about
• 2 further bedrooms
1600.
• Family bathroom

• Kitchen
• Cloakroom
• Garage
• Garden

store and outbuildings

• House

approximately 2501 sq.ft
(232.4 sq.m).

• Garage

approximately 152 sq.ft
(14.1 sq.m).

• Mature

garden and grounds in all
about 2.4 acres.

Historical Note
The house stands on land that once formed part of
the Hadham Hall Estate. When the estate was sold
in 1900 to William Minet he inherited all the estate
papers and Court rolls. Minet regarded himself as
quasi-trustee of the history of the estate as well as the
fabric of the Hall. In 1914 he produced a detailed
account of its history from which it has been possible
to discover more about the origins of Fiddler’s Croft.
The land was first leased to John Sabyne in 1562 for
a Lime Kiln. One of the terms of the lease was that
the lessee should provide lime for the estate for
which he would receive payment of one load of wood
for every three quarters of lime. In 1583 Robert
Sabine entered into a new lease from Henry Capel of
Hadham Hall. Sabine, who was also described as a
lime-burner, was similarly obliged to provide lime,
doubtless for use in the building of the new Hadham
Hall, and “as many quarters of lime as the lessor shall
require would be paid for at 2d per quarter”. Lime
was an important commodity required not just for
the mortar in the construction of brick buildings, but

the “plastering” of the interior and the ornate
decoration of the walls and ceilings.
It is likely that Robert Sabine was responsible for the
building of the earliest part of Fiddler’s Croft
between 1583 and 1603. The decorative plaster
work in the solar or first floor bedroom has been
dated to 1603 by the Royal Commission and it is
quite possible Sabine was either involved in the
decorative lime plaster at Hadham or had access to
the moulds used, hence the rather sophisticated
decoration, which would normally only be found in a
house of some status, appearing in Fiddler’s Croft.
As a lime-burner he would have had the knowledge
and ability to build in brick and the earliest section,
which is constructed of English Bond, probably uses
local bricks. According to William Minet the slightly
later south wing, containing the present sitting room
and study, was added by John Sabine in about 1644.
In 1669 Hadham Hall was considerably reduced in
size and status, the farmland was split into three
main holdings and a further total of about 35
enclosures, including Fiddler’s Croft, were let. This is
indicative of the demise of the estate as a manor.
The next known occupant in the late 17th century
was Nicholas Pamphilon, a violin maker and from
whom the name Fiddler’s Croft doubtless originates.
The Pamphilon family were highly regarded
instrument makers, originally making English viols,
they were one of the first violin makers in England.
Their instruments were not loud but were noted for
their quality and sweet tone, the use of good wood
and fine varnish. It is understood some of their
violins still survive today and there are illustrations of
Pamphilon instruments in the Ashmolean Museum
in Oxford.
Fiddler’s Croft passed to Nicholas Pamphilon’s
cousin, another violin maker, in 1726 but thereafter
the history of the house is uncertain. In 1922 a
substantial extension was added on the northeast
side, which included the present garage and
accommodation above, and it would appear a certain
amount of refurbishment, influenced by the Arts and
Crafts movement, was also undertaken.

sitting room, the first of three reception rooms; it has
an open fireplace and oak bressumer. Each of the
reception rooms have exposed timber and
surprisingly good ceiling heights for a house of this
period. From the “snug” there is direct access to the
garden entrance, whilst the dining room connects
conveniently with the kitchen and a rear lobby
leading to the garden.

The house was purchased by the present owners in
1963 and has been in their hands for two
generations. Their aim has been to respect and
preserve the integrity and charm of this very special
house. A future owner may wish to consider the
potential of adding a further wing to the north and
initial discussions with the regional Conservation
Officer have been encouraging, though any such
addition would need to be sympathetic and satisfy
planning and listed building requirements.

Description
Fiddler’s Croft is constructed of mellow local brick.
The oldest central portion being of English Bond and
the slightly later west wing being of Flemish Bond
with a central projecting gable over the garden front.
The brick mullioned windows are set with leaded
lights and particularly attractive and distinctive
latches. The major portion of the roof is tiled with a
crossway connecting the two original build phases.
The latter part being rather higher to provide better
ceiling heights in the first floor rooms. The large
central brick chimney stacks form two substantial
square shafts either side of the ridge and are
particularly striking, another indication of the quality
of craftsmanship of the original building. The north
east wing added in 1922, has a decorative plaster
finish with pargeting, and a pantile roof.
Inside the house has a similar amount of character
and no shortage of period detail. A solid timber
front door opens into an entrance hall, off which is

One of the most distinctive and important
architectural features is the decorative plasterwork on
the first floor in the blue bedroom (2). According to
the RCHM this has been dated 1603 and is
understood to be a scheme probably commemorating
the Union of the Crowns of England and Scotland.
It includes an elaborate fleur-de-lis with choughs
packing berries, a central rose motif and fat thistles
on the chimney. Over the door, in a border, is a lion
rampant with bezants top right and bottom left. The
quality and condition of this decorative plasterwork
is not only unusual, it is rare to find it in a house of
this size.

The accommodation on the first floor includes a
master bedroom with en-suite bathroom, a guest
bedroom with adjoining study, dressing room or
bedroom, two further bedrooms and a family
bathroom.
Outside the driveway leads to the garage and further
additional parking adjacent to the front door. There
are several garden outbuildings which provide good
storage and discussions have taken place with the
local authority with a view to replacing some of these
with a ground floor extension to the house.

The garden forms a series of “rooms” each enclosed
by either neatly clipped hedges or well-planted
borders eventually leading to less formal parts of the
garden and the open farmland which surrounds the
property. The former tennis or croquet lawn provides
a good area for children to play as does the woodland
beyond the vegetable garden and ornamental pond.
There is a small orchard to one side and plenty of
flower borders stocked with traditional shrubs and
herbaceous plants which could provide cut flowers
for the house for much of the year.
The fact that Fiddler’s Croft has survived so
remarkably unspoilt illustrates not only the skill of
the original craftsmen that built it but the care that
has been taken by subsequent owners to preserve the
integrity of the house.

Local Information
The property lies approximately 3.5 miles west of
Bishop’s Stortford. Central London is about 41 miles
and Cambridge about 32 miles. There is good access
to the motorway network via the M11 (Junction 8)
about 5 miles. Stansted Airport is under 10 miles to
the east and the train service from Bishop’s Stortford
to London Liverpool Street takes about 30 minutes.
Little Hadham Primary School takes children from
early years learning up to secondary school. There
are several primary and secondary schools in
Bishop’s Stortford including Bishop’s Stortford
College, an independent co-educational school for
children from 4 to 18. Further afield there is
St Edmund’s College and Haileybury.
The area offers a variety of sports and leisure facilities,
including polo at nearby Bury Green. Golf clubs and
courses include Great Hadham Country Club with
an 18 hole championship course, a 9 hole course,
gym and fitness facilities. Hanbury Manor Country
Club offers fitness, swimming and tennis.
Bishop’s Stortford has a good range of high street
retailers and supermarkets including Waitrose and
Marks & Spencer. In addition there are a couple of
out of town retail parks. There is a local annual
music festival and Hertford Castle and theatre hosts a
number of events and performances.

Viewing
Strictly through the sole agents Jackson-Stops &
Staff, 17C Curzon Street, London W1J 5HU.
Email: london@jackson-stops.co.uk.
www.jackson-stops.co.uk
Telephone: Chelmsford 01245 467468 or
London 020 7664 6646.

Directions
From the M11 Junction 8 take the A120 west
towards Hertford. The entrance to Fiddler’s Croft
will be found after about 5.1 miles as the road drops

downhill. Turn left onto an unmade track opposite
the turning to Church End. Pass Stonehouse Farm
on the left and as the track turns to the right the
entrance gates to Fiddler’s Croft will be seen on the
left.
From the A10 take the A120 to Little Hadham, over
the bridge in the middle of the village and take the
turning on the right opposite the turning to Church
End.
Post code
SG11 2DX
Fixtures and Fittings
Only such items as are mentioned in the particulars
are included in the sale.
Services
Main water and electricity; private drainage. Heating
and hot water are provided by an oil fired boiler.
Tenure
The property is freehold. Vacant possession will be
granted on completion.

Important Notice Jackson-Stops & Staff and their
clients give notice that: 1 They are not authorised to
make or give any representation or warranties in
relation to the property, either here or elsewhere,
either on their own behalf or on behalf of their clients
or otherwise. They are prepared in good faith and
designed to be interesting and informative. The
services, mechanical and electronic devices have not
been tested and cannot be guaranteed. Charges may
be payable for service connections. 2 All areas,
measurements and distances are approximate and the
text, photographs and plans are for guidance only
and are not necessarily comprehensive. It should not
be assumed that the property has all the necessary
planning, building regulations or consents. The
prospective purchasers must satisfy themselves by
inspection or making their own enquiries. These
particulars do not form part of any offer or contract
and may not be relied upon as statements or
representations of fact. 3. The photographs used in
the brochure have been taken over a period of time,
the most recent being taken in September 2015.

Reproduced from the Ordnance Survey 1:50,000 map,
not to scale with the permission of The Controller of
Her Majesty’s Stationery Office Crown Copyright.
Licence No: 100019944.

Reproduced from the Ordnance Survey 1:1250 map,
not to scale with the permission of The Controller of
Her Majesty’s Stationery Office Crown Copyright.
Licence No: 100019944.

Fiddlers Croft, Stortford Road, Little Hadham, Ware
APPROX. GROSS INTERNAL FLOOR AREA 2653 SQ FT 246.5 SQ METRES (INCLUDES GARAGE / EXCLUDES STORE)
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Whilst every attempt has been made to ensure the accuracy of the floor plan contained here, measurements of doors, windows and rooms are approximate and no
responsibility is taken for any error, omission or misstatement. These plans are for representation purposes only as defined by RICS Code of Measuring Practice
and should be used as such by any prospective purchaser. Specifically no guarantee is given on the total square footage of the property if quoted on this plan. Any
figure given is for initial guidance only and should not be relied on as a basis of valuation.
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